
 Pray for little friends for Amelia and 

Evangeline 

 Thank God for a refreshing visit from 

Jacob’s Mom and Dad in 

September—and that they could stay 

on to babysit at the retreat. 

 Thank God for our TEE (Theological 

Education by Extension) students 

who are eager to hear His Word. 

 Pray for Ugandan men who are 

studying at our partner seminaries in 

other African countries.  Ask God to 

mold them into servant leaders. 

 Lift up the 3 men recently ordained: 

Samuel, Aaron, & Jerome. 

 Thank God for visitors—short-term 

teams and individuals 

 We are thankful for congregations 

and individuals who continue to 

support us with sacrificial financial 

gifts even in these uncertain times.  

So if that’s you, thank God with us for 

how He’s using you! 

 

+ Jacob & Michelle 

Our family is doing well.  Michelle and the 

girls made two big trips with dad over the 

past several months. 

 

One was a trip to Ibanda in the West.  

Another was North to Masindi and it was 

special because Jacob’s parents were 

part of the short-term mission team 

serving there. 

 

We will miss Thanksgiving turkey with the 

family in America but we’re always 

thankful when Grandmas and Grandpas 

can join us in Africa for roasted goat 

instead! 

 

Here’s how you can pray with us… 

 

 We finished our introductory 

language learning a few months 

back.  Pray that we resume with vigor 

after the new year. 

 Our co-workers are expecting.  Lift up 

Shauen & Krista Trump’s baby boy, 

due in December. 
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A neighbor friend of ours recently had twins.  She is 

originally from a pastoralist tribe from far Eastern 

Uganda.   

Twins are regarded negatively in this tribe, therefore, this 

family is expected to begin certain rituals.  She said that 

once these rituals begin they are endless.  She wanted to 

free her children from this obligation and oppression.  

 She knows that I am a Christian and that Jacob is a 

pastor.  She asked if we could pray for her twins.  I said 

that we certainly could and I took the opportunity to 

share the Gospel with her.   

Praying Over Twins 
We went and prayed over her little ones.  Her children 

happen to have names found in scripture.  One name is 

an obscure person and one is a place (I haven't included 

the names for the sake of privacy).   

I printed these verses and had them framed.  She was 

sure to show me on my next visit how the frames were 

placed above each child's bed.   

May God lead this family to experience the full truth of 

freedom in Christ.   

+ Michelle 

We use many modes of 

transportation in Uganda.  We 

have a very strong Toyota Land 

Cruiser VX.  This car can handle 

all the difficult terrain Jacob finds 

on his travels around the country. 

I take a shared taxi when I go to 

city-center.  Taxis are minibuses 

that pick people up and drop 

them off on certain routes.  City 

center is much like the downtown 

of any other downtown in a 

metropolis of 2 million people.  

City center has everything and 

everyone is there buying it all.  I 

pay fifty cents to ride 15 

kilometers to town. 

A bodaboda is a motorcycle taxi.  

They will pick you up anywhere 

and take you anywhere.  They 

cost more than shared taxis. 

It is very common to see three grown men on one bodaboda with a stalk of matooke (green bananas) and baggage.  

They also transport doors, beds, metal beams, lumber and three babies at a time. It is a sight to behold. 

The girls and I take the bodaboda from time to time.  Amelia sits behind the driver, them me and Line is in her Ergo 

backpack on my back.  It is quite fun—even if it isn’t super safe.         + Michelle 

*  A bicycle or motorcycle taxi.  Derived from the English “border-border”.  The term was first used at international border crossings 

where the driver would take pedestrians across the ’no man’s land’ between border posts.  Hence, from “border to border”. 

Shared taxi...bodaboda*...private hire? 

Amelia & Evangeline riding a bodaboda* 



It’s a special kind of student who chooses to 

leave America behind and spend their summer 

break in Africa. 

University-students Liz, Christine, and Alec were 

a great blessing to the work here.  Liz and 

Christine focused on children’s ministry for 8.5 

weeks.  Alec did basic bible teaching for 12.5 

weeks. 

Ugandan leaders have gone out of their way to 

express appreciation for their work.  In fact, 

they’re so thankful that they’re requesting even 

more next year.  Pastor Charles envisions two 2

-person teams of VBS Teachers and two 2-

person teams of Theological Educators 

(seminarian or church-work student) moving 

around the country for a minimum of 6 weeks 

and they can definitely stay longer.  That’s 8 

people total!   

Contact Jennifer at Jennifer.Mustard@LCMS.org 

in recruitment services if you’re interested. 

Short-termers 

The Rev. Dr. Jim Heining serves as senior 

pastor at Redeemer Lutheran in Rochester, 

MN.  He could have taken his sabbatical a 

hundred other places but he chose East 

Africa. 

His lovely wife, Jolene, accompanied him on 

the six week adventure. They began in 

Kampala and reached villages throughout 

the country. 

He taught basic bible with a focus on “Law & 

Gospel” and “First Corinthians”.  He baptized, 

confirmed, preached, and married.  They 

ended their trip on the Kenyan coast where 

Pastor Jim served as chaplain for the LCMS 

East Africa missionary retreat. 

This couple had the best attitude about every 

experience they encountered in Uganda.  

They blessed everyone they met. 

Liz, Christine, Alec 

Dr. Jim & Jolene Heining 

mailto:Jennifer.Mustard@LCMS.org


It was the LCMS WM East Africa Retreat.   

And boy did we need it! 

All four missionary families in East Africa 

were in attendance (two families from 

Nairobi and two from Kampala).  Plus our 

Regional Director, Dr. Mike Rodewald, and 

his family flew in from South Africa. 

It was a wonderful time of refreshment at a 

very nice hotel with a pool right on the 

Indian Ocean.  We played in the water, ate 

seafood, did some boating and enjoyed a 

great time of fellowship and bible study—led 

by Dr. Jim Heining (see article on short-

termers).  Jacob's parents joined in to 

provide child care so Mom Michelle and 

Dad Jacob were able to truly rest.   

We’ve discovered that LCMS WM is serious 

about the well-being of its missionaries.   

A retreat now and again is a big part of that.  

Financial gifts to support our regular budget 

make it all possible—thanks for caring! 

Retreat to the Coast 



Ordained 
At long, long last the LCMU’s 

roster of ordained pastors 

has increased by three!   

It happened on October 11. 

These men were away from 

their families and studying 

at the seminary in South 

Africa for 10 months per 

year over four years.  Thank 

God for their commitment to 

their calling. 

Congratulations to Jerome, 

Aaron, and Samuel—and 

their families!  

You could call it an “outreach blitz”.  Three carloads of leaders ventured west the weekend of August 

28-30 to sow Gospel seed in Ibanda and environs.  The team included Lutheran Media Ministry staff, 

missionaries, and pastors.   

 

Seminarian Frank Kainerugaba—a native speaker—was sent out a week ahead of time to prepare 

people for baptism, confirmation, and holy communion.  LMMU staff started with an Equipping the 

Saints workshop and film shows.  Saturday afternoon saw baptisms, confirmation, holy communion, 

and a wedding at Holy Trinity in Ibanda town.  On Sunday morning we fanned out in 5 directions: 

 

 Dr. Jim & Jolene Heining went to Ishongororo-Kemihoko with Moses Ahimbisibwe translating 

 The Gillard family went to Bethany Kinyamugara with Robert Baingana translating 

 Rev. Charles Bameka went to Mushambya-Bulemba Fred Magezi translating 

 Vicar Samuel Ogwang went to Kazo 1 & 2 with Gordon Turyamusiima translating 

 Vicar Trump when to Mabale-Miyola Frank Kainerugaba translating 

 

The people of this region had been waiting for official acts for some time and we’re pleased to report:   
 

 1,703 in attendance in 6 worship sites over 2 days 

 21 baptized into Christ Jesus 

 40 confirmed in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 256  received Holy Communion 

 

It was incredibly moving to wake up and sit around the breakfast table before the work began that 

day.  It felt like a wave of Christ spreading across the land.  Excitement and the Spirit filled the air. 

 

+   Michelle 

Ibanda Outreach Blitz 



Jacob.Gillard@LCMS.org 

Michelle.Gillard@LCMS.org 

 

Want to receive this newsletter 

electronically?  Send a request to the 

above and we’ll sign you up. 

 
ugandaconnection.wordpress.com 

I’ll be in Minnesota Dec 4-14 to connect with supporting congregations.  I’ll make the visit by myself while Michelle 

and the girls stay in Uganda.  I’ll be making 16 presentations and 5 meetings in 9 days.  Now pray that I don’t catch 

the flu! 

I’ll have some beadwork items for sale—bracelets, necklaces, etc. made by the Pokot people in Eastern 

Uganda.  Most prices are $5—it’s a great time to pick up some stocking stuffers and support some sisters in Christ 

who otherwise don’t have a market for their beadwork.  

Here’s the schedule.  Drop in at the location that suits you—I’d love to see ya! 

Jake’s December Speaking Schedule 

Dec.   Activity   Contact 

Fri 4    touch down     

Sat 5    5:30 pm worship at Mt. Olive, Anoka   Kristin Bradley or Pastor 

Sun 6    8:00 am, 10:00 worship at First, Glencoe   Amy Lieske 

    6:00 pm meet with St. Michael’s, Bloomington Sr. High Youth   Pastor Russ Troester 

Mon 7    8:00 am to 8:30, Bible Study, MNS District Office, Burnsville   Rev. Peter Meier 

    9:30 am to 10, chapel at St. John’s Chaska   Pastor Greg Snow 

    10:45 am to 11:15, chapel at First, Glencoe   Amy Lieske 

    1:00 pm chapel at St. James, Howard Lake   Viann Montgomery 

Tue 8    9:45 am devotion at World Mission Prayer League, Minneapolis   Deb Ringblom 

Wed 9    7:45 am chapel at Trinity, St. Francis   Ken Koch 

    3:30 pm to 4:15, St. John’s, Aitkin   Pastor David Becker 

    6:00 pm worship at First, Grand Rapids   John Howrey 

Thu 10    7:00 am Mission Breakfast, First, Grand Rapids   John Howrey 

Fri 11        

Sat 12    Come one, come all!  

1 pm Uganda Presentation organized by Mission Central Minnesota & 

hosted by Grace Lutheran, 6810 Winnetka Ave N, Brooklyn Park MN 

55428, (763) 533-4411 

  Carol Loewe 

    5:30 pm worship at Trinity, Rochester   Pastor Bill Otte 

    7:00 pm Christ Care, Redeemer, Rochester   Pastor Jim Heining 

Sun 13    8:00 am worship, 9:15 Ed hour, 10:30 worship, St. Martin’s, Winona   Bob Cloeter 

Mon 14    wheels up     

With love & thanks from your missionaries in Uganda, 

Amelia wrote her own name and Evangeline wrote all the “E”s & 

“N”s—which you’ll have to admit is half her name! 
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